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Enterprise Storage: The Foundation for Application and
Data Availability
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Eric Burgener
October 2018

IDC OPINION

With most enterprises undergoing digital transformation (DX), the information technology (IT)
infrastructure is becoming a key strategic asset that drives not only the business but also competitive
differentiation. While not all workloads are considered mission critical, all enterprises have a group of
applications they do consider mission critical, and many work with service-level agreements (SLAs)
that require "five-nines" (99.999%) or better availability for those workloads. Because higher levels of
availability tend to drive higher costs for factors such as redundancy and/or resource utilization,
storage systems today need to be configurable to meet this level of availability for only those
applications that need it. High-availability technology is well understood, and in this white paper, IDC
discusses a number of availability features that form the "defense in depth" strategy, which is most
cost effective for customers looking to modernize their IT infrastructure. Customers should use this as
a checklist when evaluating new storage purchases that must deliver the performance, availability, and
flexibility demanded by today's evolving datacenter workloads.

With its ONTAP 9-based enterprise storage solutions, NetApp measures up very well against this
checklist. Over the past four and a half years, NetApp's installed base of tens of thousands of
enterprise storage systems has proven that it can meet "six-nines" availability requirements (based on
IDC's in-depth review of uptime statistics collected by NetApp's cloud-based predictive analytics
platform). Customers looking for flash-optimized, highly scalable storage solutions that can deliver the
kind of uptime expected by today's internet-savvy end users should consider NetApp's portfolio of
ONTAP 9-based (NetApp's mature and very feature-rich storage operating system) storage platforms.
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Mapping)
Fi%ﬁizﬁ Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
FCoE Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
ISCSI Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
NFS — Yes Yes Yes Yes —
DAS — — — — — Yes
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Getting Started BE=Tuluth' Virtual Machines ' Hosts ' Performance ' Configuration Tasks & Events Alarms ' Permissions

General

Type: NAS
Number of Hosts Connected: 95
Virtual Machines and Templates: 1101

Location: ds:// [vmfs/volumes/41ea3251-8fble2...

Commands

(1) Refresh

ﬂ Enter SDRS Maintenance Mode
Q@ Erowse Datastore...
{7 Assign User-Defined Storage Capability

2021 Lenovo NetApp. All rights reserved.

T
Refresh
Capadty: 3293 TB
Provisioned Space: 25455 TB
Free Space: 10,90 TB
Last updated on: 10/18/2016 10:48:48 AM
Storage Capabilities
Refresh
System Storage Capability: N/A
User-defined Storage Capability: N/A
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